A. G. Blundell and B. D. Rodan 11. The original CITES paperwork is sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Management Authority, in Arlington, Virginia. Copies endorsed by APHIS are given to the broker and importer, and copies are maintained in the local APHIS files for 5 years.
12. Customs dates the shipment of mahogany as released once all concerns are satisfied. If this occurs prior to APHIS release, then Customs grants the shipment a 'provisional release' pending APHIS.
13. Within 10 business days the broker must pay any necessary duties to Customs, at which time Customs will electronically date the shipment summary. 
Discrepancies between US CITES and US Customs
In order to determine the cause of the large discrepancies III. CITES shipments (20-30%) between US Customs and US CITES for shipments classified in the HTS Code for 'Swietenia spp.' 9. CITES timber can only enter through 30 ports specially designated by APHIS.
( Fig. 1) , we matched shipments in the two databases on: country of origin (O), month of entry (M), shipment volume (V), and importing company (I). In any given 10. Once APHIS has all the necessary paperwork, the OBcer will release the shipment and stamp the CITES year, at best 36% of the volume of Customs shipments matched perfectly with those in the CITES database permit/certificate of origin with the date of release. DiCerence in volume (Customs-CITES) for records that matched on the criteria country of origin (O), month of entry (M), and importing company (I), for shipments of sawn mahogany imported to the USA during 1997-1999. Median diCerence was 1 m3. Note: two of the largest discrepancies were due to recording errors by US Customs.
